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Volume 72     Issue 1February 2020 

CLUB CALENDAR:  Save the dates
Please contact the newsletter editor with new dates,   

cherylpooh@aol.com.

Feb 1-2 3 Bear Sled Dog Races, Downtown LOL & Town Hall
Feb 13 5:30PM, Valentine’s Dinner & Photo Contest, Gateway
 Lodge.  REGISTRATION FORM pg. 7

QUARTERLY HIGHLIGHTS
Christmas Dinner Dance2019-20 FGC Educational Awards Granted 

to Local School Teachers
A remarkable $4,486 dollars from our education fund is funding 9 school 
projects this year!    See article on page 3.

www.fishandgameclub.org

WE REALLY NEED YOU!
THEY ARE REALLY SIMPLE & HELPFUL EFFORTS 

This is a plea for volunteers.        NEEDS ARE:

The OUTDOOR COMMITTEE HAS NO MEMBERS-UGH!  We 
need a members and a chair so we can go play outside together. 
Contact Sudy Watson at 906-544-2461 to re-ignite this committee.  

The PROGRAMS COMMITTEE is looking for a more members.   
Presently there is chair, Carol Mason Sherrill, and Steve Kickert.  We 
are looking for up to 4 people.   6 programs are provided May - Oct 
at the monthly club meetings. To complete our 6 member committee, 
each person would organize ONLY ONE program per year!  .  If you are 
willing to join the committee and/or have program ideas, please contact 
Carol Mason Sherrill at carolmasonsherrill@yahoo.com.

Mark your calendar for Thursday, February 13th to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day and announce the winners 
2020 photo contest.  This event will be held at Gateway 
Lodge.  The evening will begin with a cash bar at 5:30 
p.m. and dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m.  Dinner 
selections will be Baked Herb Chicken ($24.00), Shrimp 
Delilah ($28.80) or Boneless Pork Chop  ($25.20).  All 
entrées include salad, baked potato, rolls, butter, coffee, 
milk and Strawberry Shortcake for dessert, tax and tip.  
Reservations need to be made by February 5th. This 
event is open to the public so invite your family and 
friends.  Following dinner, we will have a slide show of all 
photos entered in the annual photo contest and awards 
will be presented to the winners.   A REGISTRATION 
FORM for dinner can be found on page 7.

VALENTINE’S DINNER & PHOTO 
CONTEST AWARDS NIGHT

Calling all Northwoods photographers! Submissions are now being 
accepted for the annual Land O’ Lakes Fish & Game Club Photo 
Contest. From now through Feb. 7, 2020 you can submit your best 
local photos in the following four categories: close ups of nature, 
wildlife, people and pets enjoying the the Land O Lakes, WI area. 
Complete contest rules and submit photos at 
  www.ConserveSchool.org/fishandgamephotos. 

2020 Photo Contest
by Stefan Anderson

Classiest annual event on the top of Wisconsin!

mailto:cherylpooh@aol.com
www.fishandgameclub.org
mailto:carolmasonsherrill@yahoo.com
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THANK YOU! to all of the Club 
Volunteers for 2018 - 2019

The Fish & Game Club is not alone.  We too require gracious 
volunteers to run the organization.  Note below, the long list of 
volunteers required to offer our wonderful civic and social programs. 
We ask that you consider volunteering, kind of a pay-your-dues for 
a period of time, so our fine programming can continue.  When a 
program has no volunteers the offering cease such as OUtings as 
there is no outings committee. 

The following are the VOLUNTEER OPENINGS at present:
- Outing Committee Chair and members (total of 4)

- Programs Committee members (5 members)

THANK YOUS:
Board Members  Education Fund
David Sherrill  Jim Thomas
Steve Wilkinson
Stefan Anderson   
Dale Sharpee  Scholarship Committee
Pat Bielke  Gary Ebert
Gary Ebert  Stefan Anderson
Sudy Wattson  Chris Ebert
   Rhoda Sharpee
Public Land Service
Rita & Steve Kickert (NCT)  Adopt-A-Highway
Steve & Pat Bielke (NCT)  Steve & Lynn Klemann (WI)
Cheryl Pytlarz (Camp Surveys) 
    
Membership   
Stefan Anderson  Dinners & Dance
   Karen Sattler
Agonikak Trail
Jim Thomas   Ski/Hiking Trail
    Bob Turnquist (chair)
Evening Programs  Alan Piel
Carol Mason Sherrill  
Steve Kickert    Tom Wheeler
Stefan Anderson

   Teacher Grants
   Kathleen Kuchevar (chair)
Newsletter  Dianne Brennand
Karen Turnquist  Kathy Floriano
Cheryl Pytlarz  Peggy Zorr

The Fish & Game Club Dinner/Dance for 2019 was held on 
Friday, December 6 at the Gateway Lodge in Land O’ Lakes. 
There were 60 reservations for this event, and everyone seemed 
to have a grand
time. At least four new couples attended for the first time, and 
hopefully some will decide to join the club.  Participants starting 
arriving at around 5:00 p.m. for snacks and drinks, followed by 
rousing renditions of our favorite Christmas carols and holiday 
songs next to the huge Christmas tree in the
Gateway lounge. Linda Brainard accompanied us on her clavinova, 
and did her usual wonderful job. After returning to the dining 
room, our raucous rendition of ``The Twelve Days of Christmas’’ 
was directed by  Jim Thomas with the hearty participation of the 
diners at all seven tables (some tables performing double duty). 
Pastor Mary Willis lead us in prayer before dinner was served at 
approximately 6:30 p.m. There were three entree choices: Shrimp 
Delilah, Pork Medallions, and Smothered Chicken. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy their food, and several empty plates were seen. 
Coffee and dessert completed the meal. After dinner, the band 
Crossroads got fired up and the fun really started. Participants 
loved the music, and the dance floor was often filled. Festivities 
started to wind down around 9:00 p.m. with many tired, but happy, 
revelers heading for the parking lot. We hope to see even more 
club members at next year’s shindig.

CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE
by Chris  and Gary Ebert
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COMMITTEE NEWS

Balance as of 12/31/19 was $34,525.84. The 
Fund’s purpose is to support educational 
grants given to teachers for programs to 
foster the conservation of natural resources 
through the education of our young people.  
If you would like information on educational 
grants, the Club has a brochure describing 
the program.  Donations made to this fund are 
only used for teacher grants or scholarships 

and are not used for general operating expenses.  If you would like 
information about this fund, call Jim Thomas at  715-547-3556.   If you 
would like to make a donation to this fund, send your check to Land 
O’ Lakes Fish & Game Club, Education Fund, P.O. Box 516, Land O’ 
Lakes, WI, 54540-0516.

Education Fund
by Jim Thomas

Ski Trail Report
by Bob Turnquist

With the amount of show we have have gotten it has been a 
challenging year for grooming our ski trail. Large snowfalls 
require multiple passes of our grooming equipment to pack 
the snow before we can set tracks so many hours have been 
spent this year keeping up.  At the end of December a rain 
event was followed by a significant snow which resulted in 
very many small hardwoods and evergreens hanging so low 
that the trail was impassable.  Volunteers Steve Kleeman, Dan 
Benson, and Karen Turnquist assisted in the 13 hours of trail 
work required before grooming operation could begin.  Please 
thank these folks.
On top the big snow issues, our grooming snowmobile had an 
engine failure that took several weeks to repair.  Thankfully Bob 
Cascarano allowed us to use his tracked ATV for grooming.  
Please give Bob a big thanks when you see him.  
With all these issues the trail has been very skiable since early 
December even though the tracks were not a deep and well 
formed as they normally are.  The woods have been absolutely 
beautiful with the snow on the trees this skiing season.  
Hopefully we will get more typical weather so grooming will go 
more smoothly.  Chances are with the base we have we will 
be able to ski until May.  But don’t wait.  We have prime mid 
season conditions so get out and ski.
Skiing is one of the few things that is both good for you and is 
fun. Skiing through our beautiful woods is good for the mind as 
well as the body. I encourage everyone to get out and enjoy 
the trails. 
Remember you can find ski trail conditions on Skinnyski.com.
Direct access to our trail conditions is accessed by going to 
http://www.skinnyski.com/trails/traildetail.asp?Id=639
See you on the trails!

Educational Grant Committee
2019-2020 Awards

The Education Grant Committee met November 11. Committee 
members are Dianne Brennand, Kathy Floriano, Rita Kickert, Peggy 
Zorr and Kathleen Kuchevar, Chair. The group discussed and 
prioritized the applications.  The LOL F&G Club members selected 
and approved nine grant requests for financial consideration.  A total 
of 19 requests were received for the 2019-2020 school year. The 
following projects were awarded grants. 
Jennifer Schmidig, Eagle River Elementary School, Grade 6, Student 
Groups of 10. VEX Robotics Club -- $600.00 to provide opportunities 
to develop STEM skills, problem solving and critical thinking skills. 
Participation is competition between schools statewide. 
Anne Perry, Northland Pines High School, Grades 9-12, Students 28 
Initial Year. Long Term Lake Ecology Study  -- $963.00 to investigate 
differences and similarities in a minimum of 2 different bodies of water 
with high activity and minimal human activity. The long  term goal 
is to immerse students to become stewards of local ecosystems. A 
first year monthly plan and   detailed four year chemical Analysis & 
Productivity plan were submitted.  
Tami Davis, Eagle River Elementary School, Grade 5, Students 84.  
Will It Grow On Mars -- $371.00 to use Aero Garden Hydroponic Kits 
to test how tomatoes grow in Earth soil compared to Martian soil. The 
Martian soil has been synthetically designed by NASA to replicate 
Martian soil. Students will be able to replicate similar experiments real 
astronauts are already conducting.
Christine Fuller, Eagle River Elementary School, Grades 3-6, 
Students 30.  STEAM Club: Protect Our Pollinators: (Bats and Bees) 
-- $300.00  |to teach about food chains, webs and how bats and bees 
play an essential role in pollination in collaboration with Mr. Wilfer’s 
Hive Alive Program.

Educational Grant Committee, continues on pg 6

Thank You Bobs.  The trails are beautiful!!  The Editor

Skinnyski.com.Direct
Skinnyski.com.Direct
http://www.skinnyski.com/trails/traildetail.asp?Id=639
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BOARD NEWS

 Partners in Forestry Mission:  “To assist members in the sustainable management of their woodlands”
https://partnersinforestry.com/index.htm

This educational article is provided by Partners in Foresty  
Landowner Cooperative*, an organization in Conover, WI

https://partnersinforestry.com/index.htm


5 Please thank Headwaters State Bank

A Great Tree It is!
by Cheryl Pytlarz

“WOW!  I bet it’s over 300 years old!” says Rod Sharka, a well versed conservationist of the Land 
O Lakes, WI area.  “There are those who claim that yellow birch can be arrested for loitering.”

The yellow birch featured in this article is located in the Ottawa National Forest in the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan, several hundred yards from the eastern boundary of the Sylvania Wilderness.  It has 
survived 3 major logging events, 1906, 1920 and 1943.  If it is over 300 years old that would place its 

emergence at or before 1720.

It’s a big yellow birch as they go, having a 50 inch 
diameter at breast high (DBH).  According to John 
Schwarzmann, it takes most yellow birch trees about 
50 years to reach the canopy and be about 6 inches 
DBH. Thereafter, the dominant and codominant trees 
grow about 13 to 14 inches per century. To go from 
6 inches to 50 inches could take 3.14 centuries. “My 
best guess is you were looking at a 350 to 375 year 
old tree!!!!,”  Mr. Schwarzmann celebrates.  He is 
currently the Northern Forest Supervisor for the State 
of Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public Lands 
along with being involved in many forestry groups for 
over 30 years.

Research done by John Bates, a local plant specialist,  
suggests that at the very far end of the spectrum, 
according to the WI Silvicultural Guide, yellow birch 
can surpass 350 yrs. old, but average age at time of 
death is 195 years and 23” DBH.   “Typically, yellow 
birch trees grow to 70-100 feet tall and 24-30 inches 
dbh. Maximums measured within its range are 114 
feet tall and 60 inches dbh. In unmanaged forests, 
most growth (height and diameter) is completed 
by 120-150 years of age.”  https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/
ForestManagement/documents/24315/40.pdf
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Yellow Birch or Betula alleghaniensis.  The largest and longest living 
birch, is an esteemed native species that has an incredible fall display 
of bright yellow and gold leaves. A valuable tree and classified as one of 
the largest hardwoods in northeastern North America.  Grows potentially 
in over 50% of the USA and well into Canada, in zones 3-7, is a favorite 
of the northern hardwood forests.

The largest concentrations of yellow birch are found in Quebec, Ontario, 
New Brunswick, Maine, upper Michigan and New York.  About 50 percent 
of the growing stock volume of yellow birch is in Quebec.  Here in the 
northwoods they are often living in the same forest stand as hemlocks 
because they both like moist feet.  Yellow birch is an economically 
important source of lumber.  The wood is heavy, strong, and close-
grained.  It is used for furniture, cabinetry, charcoal, pulp, interior finish, 
veneer, tool handles, boxes, woodenware and interior doors.

Information in this article for which is not sited comes from Partners in 
Foresty.  Thank you.

Educational Grant Committee
continued from page 3

Rene Liddell, Watersmeet School, Grade 2.  Investigating & Discovering 
Science  --$671.00 to investigate, predict, infer, estimate, measure and to 
explore principles of buoyancy, to observe functions of feathers, observe 
stars in constellations and study influences of static electricity. Nine Science 
Kits cover 2-3 years of consumables.
Jay Horn, Watersmeet School, Grades 11-12  Chemistry, Students 14.  
2020 Michigan Technological University A.E. Seaman Mineral Museum 
and Materials Field Trip -- $395.00 to experience a variety of the various 
minerals and rocks found in Michigan and explore the casting of other 
material science demonstrations.
Cathy Benecke,  Land O’ Lakes School, Grades 4K-4  and SOAR 5-8, 
Students 104. Sprouting Knowledge -- $500.00 to participate in stages of 
plant life preparing soil, planting seeds, pulling weeds, observing growth 
and harvesting. 
Robin Indermuehle, NP SOAR Middle School, Grades 5-8. Bringing Water 
to the School Garden  --$416.00 to increase water to the orchard and raised 
beds purchasing cement, timbers, plywood couplings, pipe and DNR Permit 
as part of a larger project.
Catherine Libby, Brenda Saltenberger & Kim Lewandowski, Eagle River 
Elementary School, Grade 2, Students 45. Bog Ecology, North Lakeland 
Discovery Center -- $270.00  to better understand the bog wetland,  explore 
how bogs are formed and related to plants and flowers and to recognize an 
important food source and its impact on the local economy.     

Amazon Smile Community Support
by Pat Bielke

If you use Amazon’s services, there is an opportunity for you to provide 
financial support to the Club through the AmazonSmile Foundation. This 
Foundation donates 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to 
charitable organizations selected by their customers. Thank-you to those of 
you who have and are participating in this program. If you chose to support 
our Club through this program, the following will link you directly to smile.
amazon.com: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1604410. 

smile.amazon.com
smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39
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DON’T FORGET THE CLUB’S EMAIL ADDRESS!!!
fishandgameclub@gmail.com

We send out periodic e-mail reminders about 
meetings, activities and outings that are going on 
within the Club.  If you would like to be added to the 
distribution list, send your request to Stefan Anderson at                                                                                      
Stefan.Anderson@ConserveSchool.org

CLUB FACEBOOK PAGE
www.facebook.com/LOLFGC

CLUB BOARD MEMBERS

Return this form by snail mail or register on line at www.conserveschool.org/fishandgamedinner

Officers and Directors for the Fish and Game Club              
2019-20 year listed here. 
President Sudy Wattson 906-544-2461 
Vice-President Mike Brennand 906-544-2366
Secretary Steve Wilkinson 906-544-2183
Treasurer Pat Bielke 262-424-4046
Directors Greg Clark 513-310-6839
  Stefan Anderson 715-547-1308
  David Sherrill 906-358-0016
 

mailto:fishandgameclub@frontier.com
www.facebook.com/LOLFGC
www.conserveschool.org/fishandgamedinner

