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This year the club awarded two scholarships to graduating seniors at Northland 

Pines High School. Gus Phillipich received the $500 John (Jack) LaChance Sr. 

Environmental Scholarship, and Carolyn Schaars received the $4000 Land O' 

Lakes Fish and Game Club Senior Environmental Scholarship.  As has been done 

the last few years, the $4000 scholarship will be paid out in four equal installments 

at the beginning of each academic year, provided the recipient remains in good 

academic standing and continues to be enrolled as a full-time student.  We feel this 

is a good way to use the money in our Scholarship Fund, and will increase the 

likelihood that we are sponsoring students who will make positive impacts on the 

protection and preservation of the environment upon graduation from the college 

or university of their choice. 

 

Gus Phillipich, the LaChance award winner, will be attending UW – Stevens Point 

in the Fall, where he will be majoring in Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences.  He is 

most interested in preserving and improving the musky fishery in the Northwoods.  

He has spoken to the fish and game warden for Vilas County, and is considering 

such an avenue for future employment.  Gus is an outgoing, self-reliant individual 

with a love for the outdoors, and definitely intends to return to this area.   At 

Northland Pines High School he was extremely active in numerous school 

activities, including the mentoring program to help middle school students 

transition into high school life.  He is taking some courses at Nicolet Technical 

College, and hopes to have 31 credits to transfer to UW – Stevens Point.   

 

Carolyn Schaars, the Fish and Game Club award winner, has wide interests  

and is currently considering admission offers from three schools: UW – Madison, 

UW – Stevens Point, and the University of Maine.  If she chooses Maine, she will 

likely major in marine biology.  For her other two choices, she will major in 

environmental sciences.  Carolyn has visited many national parks, including 

Yellowstone, Olympic and Zion, and especially enjoys hiking and fishing.  She 

helped fight a fire on a small island in Pickerel Lake, where she lives with her 

parents.  She has been a competitive swimmer since she was a toddler, and enjoys 



working with the younger swimmers.  She has taken many AP courses at Northland 

Pines High School in addition to numerous school activities, and is also very active 

in the mentor-mentee program there.  Possible career choices include working for 

the National Parks Service as a ranger or educator, and working in some capacity at 

a wildlife refuge. 

 

It should be noted that the Club will continue to support Madeline Indermuehle, 

Noah Miller and Sara McCormack with $1000 scholarships this coming academic 

year.   Madeline will be starting her second year at Northern Michigan University, 

where she is majoring in biology with an environmental focus.  Noah will be a 

senior at Montana State University, where he is majoring in Environmental Science 

and minoring in Political Science. Noah's goal for the future is to inspire others in 

the fight for protection of the earth's natural resources and public lands, and to 

promote sustainable farming worldwide.  Sara graduated from the University of 

Denver in 2021, and will be starting the second year of her Ph.D. Program in 

organic chemistry at the University of Utah.  The Board voted to continue 

supporting Sara on a year to year basis as she continues her graduate education.  

Among other projects, Sara is currently working in a lab that creates small organic 

molecules for use in redox flow batteries.  This could lead to the development of 

new batteries for storing and discharging energy from renewable resources.  Our 

scholarship money is certainly being well spent with these gifted and motivated 

students. 


