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IMPORTANT CLUB INFORMATION

CLUB CALENDAR:  Save the dates
Pages to find articles are noted.  Please contact the newsletter 

editor with new dates,  cherylpooh@aol.com.  
June 4  Hwy B Road Clean Up, 9AM, HwyB/S, June 5 rain 
     date, pg.3. 
June 14 North Country Trail clean up, 8AM, Nordines, pg. 4.
June 22 Canoe Big Bateau in Sylvania Wilderness, 10AM, 
  Conserve School, pg. 3.
Dec. 6 Dinner Dance at Gateway Lodge
Feb 13, 2020 Valentine’s Dinner & Photo Contest
   at Gateway Lodge.  

www.fishandgameclub.org

WE STILL REALLY NEED YOU!
WE SIMPLY NEED OUR MEMBERS TO VOLUNTEER.  
This is a plea for volunteers.        NEEDS ARE:

The OUTDOOR COMMITTEE HAS NO MEMBERS-UGH! It is in search 
of a new chair and committee members.  Historically the committee 
organizes and coordinates outings, including proposing outings for board 
approval, submits photos and articles for the newsletter and submits email 
reminders of planned events to the membership, etc.  You are welcome 
to organize an event without being on the committee.  Contact Stefan.
Anderson@ConserveSchool.org or 715-547-1308 for more information.  

FGC, all about Community Service, is looking for 1-2 new coordinators 
for the MICHIGAN ROAD CLEAN UP, a 2 mile stretch on Hwy 2 in 
Watersmeet.  Done twice a year in the spring and fall, this is really a low-
key volunteer position that takes a couple of hours twice a year using 
volunteers from the Club to help. Adopt-A- Highway supplies are available 
from the Gogebic County Road Commission. It would be disappointing if 
we have to give up this project and lose the free publicity that we receive 
from the road side markers. Contact Dale Sharpee to take on this role, 
rhodale@alphacomm.net.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING JULY 9
Directors of the Board are to be elected & other business.  Held at ELY 
Church on Tuesday July 9th following the evening program which begins 
at 7:00PM with refreshments at 6:30PM.

2019 EVENING PROGRAMS 
by Carol Mason Sherrill

2019 Scholarship Awards 
by Gary Ebert  

On May 6 the club presented two scholarships to graduating seniors 
at the annual Northland Pines Awards Ceremony.  Pazia Peterson 
received the $500 John (Jack) LaChance Sr. Environmental Scholarship, 
and Noah Miller received a $4000 Land O’ Lakes Fish and Game Club 
Senior Environmental Scholarship.  As has been done the last few years, 
the $4000 scholarship will be paid out in four equal installments at the 
beginning of each academic year, provided the recipient remains in good 
academic standing and continues to be enrolled as a full-time student.  
Hopefully, some of the recipients of our $4000 award will be able to 
present a program at one of our Tuesday night meetings near the end 
of  their academic careers.   We feel this is a good way to use the money 
in our Scholarship Fund, and will increase the likelihood that we are 
sponsoring  students who will make positive impacts on the  (Cont. pg. 6 )

Club meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of each month,  
May  thru  October,  at 7:00  pm  in  the  Fellowship  Hall at Ely Memorial 
Church in Land O Lakes.  Light refreshments are available beginning 
at 6:30 pm.  The meetings feature a guest speaker, followed by a short 
business meeting.  The public is invited - no charge.   The 2019 programs: 

June 11   Sturgeon Recovery Program - John Pagle, USFS 
Come to learn about the life history and management of the Lake 
Superior’s largest prehistoric fish, the lake sturgeon!  Discover 
what your cooperating agencies are working on in the field of lake 
sturgeon science and management.   (Cont. pg. 2)

Please Renew Your 2019-20
 Membership Today! 

Information & reg form on page 7.

FGC eNewsletter

EASY WAY to Help FGC raise $$
Fish and Game Club has set up an AmazonSmile account to allow you to 
automatically donate to FGC every time you buy an item from Amazon.  
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same 
prices, same service.  Register for AmazonSmile and select FGC as the 
recipient of the donation upon your purchase.  Amazon donates 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to FGC.  FGC uses 
the funds raised in the AmazonSmile program to support its programs.

After signing up for AmazonSmile you can easily access your account to 
shop because a bookmark for AmazonSmile is automatically placed in 
your browser toolbar when you register.

Support FGC by starting your Amazon shopping at smile.amazon.com.

mailto:cherylpooh@aol.com
www.fishandgameclub.org
mailto:Stefan.Anderson@ConserveSchool.org
mailto:Stefan.Anderson@ConserveSchool.org
mailto:rhodale@alphacomm.net
smile.amazon.com
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July 9   Mt. Whitney to Yosemite, A Lifetime Walking the JMT/PCT, 
  Cheryl  Pytlarz and Frances Reneau
In 1977, as high school graduates, we two independent gals, Cheryl 
Emrich (Pytlarz) 17 years old and Frances French (Reneau) 18 
years old, set out alone to hike over 350 miles over 6 weeks along 
the High Sierra in California, which included all of the John Muir Trail, 
additional mileage on the PCT, and a dozen day hikes on layover 
days.  Not having quite finished as planned, life intervened, and 41 
years later in 2018 we reunited to complete the last week of our 
youthful ambition.
August 13   Adrienne Jaeger – Former National Park Service Ranger 
Adrienne S. Jaeger will talk about her experiences working as a 
ranger at Mount Rushmore National Memorial in 2016, the centennial 
anniversary of the National Park Service.  Come learn about being 
a park ranger, living in the Black Hills, and what it was like to protect 
one of the most iconic works of art in the world.   
September 10          “Shooting Fall Colors” -  Scott Pearson 
Photographer and biologist Scott Pearson will present a program on 
how to get your camera to record the same vibrant colors your eyes 
see in the fall.  Scott’s photos have won numerous awards and have 
appeared in Lake Superior Magazine.
October 8 Jeff Nania, author of Figure Eight: A Northern Lakes 
Mystery. Speaker for this month. His first career was in law 
enforcement serving in many roles.  A lifelong outdoorsman, Jeff’s 
interest in natural resources led him to a new career founding and 
leading the Wisconsin Waterfowls Association Wetland Restoration 
Field Team, restoring hundreds of wetlands across the state. 
Through this work, he became nationally recognized as one of the 
pioneers in the ecosystem-based approach to restoration. Jeff was 
named by Outdoor Life Magazine as one of the nation’s 25 most 
influential conservationists, was Wisconsin Wildlife Federation’s 
Conservationist of the Year and has received the National Wetlands 
Award, Leopold Restoration Award, and Wisconsin Outdoor News 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  This meeting will be held at Conserve 
School with a dinner preceding the presentation.  

Please give a Thank You!
To ELY Church for housing our Evening Programs

2019 EVENING PROGRAMS 
Continued from page 1.

COMMITTEE NEWS
Education Fund

by Jim Thomas
Balance as of 5/24/18 was $ $33,731.72. The Fund’s purpose is to 

support educational grants given to teachers 
for programs to foster the conservation of 
natural resources through the education of our 
young people.  If you would like information 
on educational grants, the Club has a 
brochure describing the program.  Donations 
made to this fund are only used for teacher 
grants or scholarships and are not used for 
general operating expenses.  If you would like 

information about this fund, call Jim Thomas at 715-547-3556.   If you 
would like to make a donation to this fund, send your check to Land O’ 
Lakes Fish & Game Club, Education Fund, P.O. Box 516, Land O’ Lakes, 
WI, 54540-0516.

Educational Grant Committee
by Kathleen Kuchevar

Below is an invitation FGC received from one of our 2018 and 2019 
educational grant recipients.  4th graders at Eagle River Elementary are 
holding their 2nd annual Conservation Fair.

Dear Land O Lakes Fish and Game Club Members,

We are excited to announce that on May 30th, 2019, the Eagle River 
Elementary School fourth grade is going to hold its second annual 
Conservation Fair! Students, as well as local organizations, will be 
hosting individual booths in order to educate our community in regards to 
sustainability, stewardship, and conservation. We are inviting community 
members and media to attend this wonderful event! It promises to be a 
wonderful afternoon filled with excitement and learning!  We are writing 
to offer you the opportunity to be a part of our Conservation Fair team! 
We would be honored to have your school and their beliefs present at 
our fair.  Students and community members alike would benefit greatly 
from learning about your education programs and would do well to learn 
more about your school. We would provide you with a table and couple 
of chairs and would be thrilled to allow you an
opportunity to promote your environmentally sound contributions that are 
present in your organization.

Thank you for considering our invitation. The fair will be held in the 
Eagle River Elementary School cafeteria and it starts at 4:00 P.M. and 
ends at 5:30 P.M. Our goal is to promote environmental awareness 
among our students. Our students are the future of a prosperous and 
environmentally conscious citizenry. We would be delighted to have you 
join us on May 30th!

Sincerely,  Gretchen Hall, Nicole Musial, Jessica Parling
Eagle River Elementary, 4th Grade Teachers 

COMMITTEE NEWS

Our club has a new website which you can find at        
fishandgameclub.org. Please check out the website where you will 
find valuable information such as the schedule of upcoming club 
events, area events in line with the club’s mission, local recreation 
opportunities, and information about past club activity. You can 
also make donations to the Education Fund or ski trail on the site 
at fishandgameclub.org/donate.  

If you wish, you can log in to the website using the email address 
for your club membership and then use the forgot password 
feature to have a temporary password sent to you. At this time, 
there aren’t a lot of member only features, but you can review the 
contact information that the club has for you there.

NEW FGC WEBSITE!
by Stefan Anderson

fishandgameclub.org
fishandgameclub.org/donate
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LOL Ski Trail becomes
Summer Hiking Trail

As we seem to be in summer already our thoughts are not on 
skiing but we should not forget the ski trail which offers great 
hiking from now until ski season.  In the summer the hardwood 
canopy on the West Side Trails offers great shade and even in 
hot weather hiking can be comfortable.  On cool fall days the 
East Side Trails, being more open, allow for more sun to keep 
you warmer.

Hope to see you on the trails both before and after the snow 
begins falling.
See you on the trails!
bob

BOARD NEWS

If you use Amazon’s services, there is an opportunity for you to 
provide financial support to the Club. This support is from the 
AmazonSmile Foundation. This Foundation created a program 
whereby Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible 
products to charitable organizations selected by their customers. 
In 2017 an account for the Club was created so that donations 
could  be received from this program. Donations from the 
Foundation have been received in 2017 and 2018 and each of the 
two quarters in 2019. Thank-you to those of you who have and are 
participating in this program.  If you would like more information 
on AmazonSmile, refer to”Frequently Asked Questions” on http://
org.amazon.com. If you chose to support our Club through this 
program, the following will link you directly to smile.amazon.com: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1604410. (The number in the link 
is the Club’s EIN.)UPCOMING OUTINGS,

We have one!!! 2019-20 Membership Renewal Begins
by Stefan Anderson

It is membership renewal time! Currently the club has 115 family 
memberships, 50 individual memberships, and 15 business 
memberships. During the month of June, members will be 
receiving an email inviting them to renew their membership online. 
Alternatively, you can use the membership renewal form included 
in this newsletter. Membership in the Land O’ Lakes Fish & Game 
Club runs from July 1st through June 30th.
The club is using a new membership database, and I apologize in 
advance if anyone who has prepaid for the 2019-20 membership 
year gets a second request to pay those dues. There are still 
a few kinks being worked out. Simply send me an email at                        
Stefan.Anderson@ConserveSchool.org and I will correct the 
information for your membership.
Club membership is strong and with your involvement, we can 
continue to enjoy the riches of the Northwoods through shared 
conservation, recreation, and educational activities.

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS

Wisconsin Road Spring Clean Up
If you are available, we would appreciate the help to clean up 
the north end of Highway S and Highway B from Forest Lake          
Country Store to Black Oak Lake Beach. The cleanup is scheduled 
for Tuesday, June 4. We will provide the grabbers, safety vests, 
and trash bags. We will meet at the corner of Highway B & S on the 
northside of the road at 9 am. It’s a good idea to apply bug spray 
for the venture. In the past, volunteers have finished in an hour.
If you are coming, please mark your calendars and send your 
name, phone number, and email address to Steve and Lynn         
Klemann at   lynnklemann@hotmail.com  Or call  715-547-1177.
Rain date will be Wednesday, June 5 - same time and place.
Hope to see you there!         - Steve & Lynn Klemman

On June 22, at 10AM, join Stefan Anderson, 
Head of Conserve School, for a few hours of 
paddling. Conserve School is opening up its 
canoe base on Big Bateau Lake so that club     members can 
explore the 236 acres of Big Bateau Lake, the southern most lake 
in the Sylvania Wilderness Area. Conserve School will supply ca-
noes, paddles and PFDs at no charge. Attendees are free to bring 
their own kayaks or canoes if they would prefer.
Attendees will be briefed on the Sylvania Wilderness Area rules 
and will be required to adhere to them.
Please bring: picnic lunch, shoes that can get wet, and an adven-
turous spirit. If you would like to fish, you need a Wisconsin or 
Michigan fishing license, artificial lures (no live bait), and barbless 
hooks.  There will be a grill available for those that would like warm 
food at the boat launch picnic area.
This event is free to Land O Lakes Fish & Game Club members 
and their guests. Preregistration is required and can be done on 
the club website.

Amazon Smile Community Support
by Dale Sharpee

Big Bateau Canoe Outing

Please Renew Your 2019-20
 Membership Today! 

Information & reg form on page 7.

What do you call a bear with no teeth?

A GUMMY BEAR!

http://org.amazon.com
http://org.amazon.com
smile.amazon.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39
mailto:Stefan.Anderson@ConserveSchool.org
mailto:lynnklemann@hotmail.com
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Work Party Agonikak Trail May 2019
by Jim Thomas

Eighteen volunteers braved the rainy weather and cleaned-up the 
Agonikak Trail of all the fall and winter debris. They covered 12 miles 
of trail. The bugs did not show this year because they all drowned. 
That makes four years of unbuggieness (special UP word). After 
the work, we all enjoyed pizza provided by Wilderness Lakes Trails 
and shared stories of the day. Mainly complaining about my weather 
forecasting. I opted not to cancel the work party as the radar showed 
the front would pass before we started and we would be rain free 
until we were done. The first part was correct!
This was our sixth Agonikak work party. Back in 2008 we identified 
the restoration of the Agonikak National Recreation Trail as a 
possible public service project for the Fish and Game Club. Once 
it became part of the trail system being developed by Wilderness 
Lakes Trails in cooperation with the Town of Watersmeet and the 
U.S Forest Service, our involvement became critical. Watersmeet 
agreed to be a sponsor so we could get a grant, but was not in a 
position to provide maintenance. The USFS agreed that they would 
be willing to enter into a maintenance agreement with WLT and the 
F&G Club similar to what we currently do with the hiking and ski 
trails. In May 2010, the F&G Club approved a three way agreement 
with the USFS and WLT. We agreed to provide volunteers with 
the USFS and WLT providing equipment and financial support to 
maintain the trail.
 Thank you to these volunteers!!!!
  Kathy and Jim Floriano
  Bob Turnquist
  Jeff Pytlarz
  Tom Wheeler
  Kathy Gelb
  Barb Benson
  Sara and Bob Beedie
  Alan Piel
  Norm Nass
  Charlie and Julie Schiltz
  Pat and Steve Bielke
  Bob Cascarano
  Will Buergey

COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS

CALL for Volunteers! 
North Country Trail Cleanup will be Friday, June 14th.  We will meet 
at Nordine’s in Watersmeet at 8:00 and caravan to the trailhead.  
Some of us walked the trail in May and removed almost all of the 
logs and debris on the trail.  The work in June will consist mostly 
of using weedeaters, brushcutters, or clippers to remove ferns and 
small seedlings that have grown up on the trail.
We have also adopted a 2nd segment so can use all the help 
available.  Dress accordingly for the UP – mosquito and/or rain 
gear, long sleeves and pants for ticks, and gloves.  Bring water, 
snacks or lunch and equipment you might have – weedeaters, 
brushcutters, clippers etc.  We hope to be done by 1PM.
If you can help or have questions, give us a call or jot an email 
so we have an idea of how many to expect.  As usual, we so 
appreciate everyone who helps.  We couldn’t do it without you.

Pat and Steve Bielke 262-424-4046   patbielke@sbcglobal.net
Rita and Steve Kickert 715-547-6972 or 715-891-5348
   srkickert@gmail.com

North Country Trail Maintenance
by Team Kickert

PUBLIC LANDS SERVICE PROJECTS
Thank You ALL!

PUBLIC LAND SERVICE CALENDAR
June 14 North Country Trail clean up, 8AM, Nordines.
Sept. 28 Location/time TBD, National Public Lands Day,
     26th Annual NPLD.  

More info:  https://www.neefusa.org/npld

The Real Party is after the work!!!!

Sylvania Camp Site Surveys
by Cheryl Pytlarz

A thank you goes out to the loyal Gamers and guests who year 
after year help out the Forest Service in Sylvania Wilderness.  The 
Wilderness has 50 backcountry campsites accessible only by foot 
or paddle boat.  It takes about 180 volunteer hours to visit all of 
the sites to survey their condition so Forest Service personnel can 
service them for the season.  Our volunteers look for dangerous 
trees, clean up dry flammable debris around the fire rings and note 
whether the latrines need relocating.  This volunteer opportunity is 
a great way to ring in the summer season each year.
Thank you to Norm Nass, Stefan Anderson, Conserve School 
students, Greg & Yvonne Clark, Tim & Betty Wright, Bill Boscamp, 
Wil Buergey,  Bob Cascarano, Mary Congdon, Quita Sheehan, 
Sue Holloway, Diana Mehlhop,  Bill Grahl, Chris & Gary Ebert, 
Jeff Pytlarz, Jim Thomas, Cheryl Pytlarz, Deb Hilbrich, Bonnie 
Mansfield, David & Carol Sherrill.    I apologize if I forgot someone.

mailto:patbielke@sbcglobal.net
mailto:srkickert@gmail.com
https://www.neefusa.org/npld
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The Fish & Game Club is not alone.  We too require gracious 
volunteers to run the organization.  Note below, the long list of 
volunteers required to offer our wonderful civic and social programs. 
We ask that you consider volunteering, kind of a pay-your-dues for 
a period of time, so our fine programming can continue.  When a 
program has no volunteers it doesn’t happen or only sort of (like 
our now limited outings because there is no Outings Committee).
The following are the VOLUNTEER OPENINGS at present:
Outing Committee Chair and members (total of 4)
Michigan Road Clean Up Leaders (2 mi. of Hwy 2 in Watersmeet)

THANK YOUS:
 Board Members             Education Fund
  Stefan Anderson  Jim Thomas
  Steve Wilkinson
  David Sherrill            Scholarship Committee
  Gary Ebert  Gary Ebert
  Pat Bielke  Stefan Anderson
  Dale Sharpee  Chris Ebert
  Sudy Wattson  Rhoda Sharpee
   
 Public Land Service             Adopt-A-Highway
  Rita & Steve Kickert (NCT) Steve & Lynn Klemann (WI)
  Cheryl Pytlarz (Camp Surveys)
    
 Membership  Dinners & Dance 
  Stefan Anderson    Karen Sattler
 
 Agonikak Trail             Ski/Hiking Trail
  Jim Thomas   Bob Turnquist (chair)
    Alan Piel   Tom Wheeler
 Evening Programs  
  Carol Mason Sherrill (chair)         Teacher Grants 
  Steve Kickert   Kathleen Kuchevar (chair) 
  Jim & Margie Marrs  Dianne Brennand
     Kathy Floriano Peggy Zorr
    Rhoda Sharpee Sherry Zoars
 Newsletter  
  Karen Turnquist   Photography
  Cheryl Pytlarz     Stefan Anderson 
              Publicity
   Barb Wilkinson

THANK YOU! 
to all of the Club Volunteers

Please Renew Your 2019-20
 Membership Today! 

Information & reg form on page 7.

SIGHTINGS

Member Mary Thomas - 
This Barred Owl was up in a tree 
waiting for me to get out of the 
way of his fresh catch, a rabbit. 
He had killed the rabbit, but Lilly 
and Harley had come out and 
he flew off, waiting in the tree 
above. When we left, he returned 
and finished off his dinner. — at 
Black Oak Lake.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING JULY 9
Directors of the Board are to be elected & other business.  Held at ELY 
Church on Tuesday July 10th following the evening program which 
begins at 7:00 pm.

Member & FGC President Stefan Anderson - 
This is a photo that I took this spring of a fox kit. It is never to 
early to start collecting photos for the next Fish & Game Club 
Photo Contest!

Camping Tips:
    When using a public campground, a tuba placed on 

your picnic table will keep the campsites on either side vacant.
    Lint from your navel makes a handy fire starter. Warning: Remove lint 
from navel before applying the match.
    The warmest part of the tent is the corner, it is usually 90 degrees.
    Bear bells provide an element of safety for hikers in grizzly country. The 
tricky part is getting them on the bears.
    In an emergency, a drawstring from a parka hood can be used to 
strangle a snoring tent mate.
    Average temperature increases with the amount of clothing brought.
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Another Successful TREE GIVEAWAY!
by Joe LoMastro

The club teamed up again this 
year with the US Forest Service 
Toumey Nursery to give away trees 
at the on Saturday of Memorial Day 
Weekend.  This year the nursery 
provided 2,700 trees.   In 4 years 
an amazing 12,300 trees have 
been distributed to the public!

Our sincere thanks goes out to the management and the team at 
the nursery for the beautiful trees.  Many thanks to Joe LoMastro for 
coordinating the event and to Steve Wilkinson for helping Joe distribute 
them at the event.

Toumey nursery is located in Watersmeet, MI and currently has 66 
acres dedicated to planting.  The number of trees grown in the nursery 
is determined by each National Forest’s yearly projected needs.  At 
full capacity it is capable of producing 12 million saplings per year.  
The nursery includes 3 greenhouses and 2 hoop houses where the 
seedlings are started.  The bare root trees made available for the 
Summer Launch are a culmination of two to three years of hard work 
and intensive management by nursery personnel.  Tours can be 
arranged for a wide range of groups by contacting their office at 906-
358-4523.

We look forward to partnering with the Forest Service again for this 
popular event in future years.

2019 Scholarship Awards Continued from page 1

protection and preservation of the environment upon graduation from the 
college or university of their choice.

Pazia Peterson, the LaChance award winner, will be attending 
Northland College in the Fall, where she will be majoring in Environmental 
Science and minoring in Outdoor Education/Administration.  Pazia  is a 
self-reliant, independent young woman who has developed a “passion for 
the environment”, as stated in one of her recommendation letters.  Her 
love for the land and great outdoors came from all the time she spent on 
her grandparents’ hobby farm, where she lived for most of her life.  She 
was also influenced by her aunt who taught an outdoor ecology class at 
the Conserve School as an intern, and by a summer shadowing course 
she took at Trees for Tomorrow.  At Northland Pines High School she 
was extremely active in  numerous school activities, many of which had a 
mentoring aspect to them.  Her goal for the future is to return to this area 
in some environmental education capacity, perhaps even at the Conserve 
School.

Noah Miller, the Fish and Game Club award winner, will be attending 
Montana State University in the Fall, majoring in Environmental Science 
and minoring in Political Science.  Noah was second in his class at 
Northland Pines and a member of the NPHS National Honor Society.  
Noah is in Costa Rica  this summer, where he is a volunteer for the Sea 
Turtle Conservation Program.  Noah attended the Conserve School for 
one semester his junior year, and by all accounts this was a life-altering 
experience for him.  Rather than focusing on hockey, he began devoting 
his time and energy to promoting environmental stewardship.  He spent 
time during the summers of  2017 and 2018 doing volunteer work to control 
invasive species within the Sylvania Wilderness Area.  He did volunteer 
work at the Land O’ Lakes Community Garden, and helped design a 
school garden at NPHS through the Farm to School Program.  Sustainable 
farming worldwide became one of his interests and passions.  But most 
importantly, he found the power of his own voice when he was selected 
as one of 40 young adults (only 5 from Wisconsin) to fly to Washington 
to lobby for the protection of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area through 
an organization called Kids for the Boundary Waters.  Meeting with highly 
ranked members of the United States Congress in this lobbying effort was 
extremely inspirational for Noah, and has started him on a path towards 
environmental activism.  He believes that one voice can make a difference.  
Noah’s goal for the future is to inspire others in the fight for protection of 
the earth’s natural resources and public lands, and to promote sustainable 
farming worldwide.

How Ice Melts on our Lakes
provided by Mike Brennand

    A description of how lake ice melts away appeared on the web blog 
“Air Mass”, hosted by the Star Tribune’s Bill McAuliffe. Ed Swain, of the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency describes the process of freezing 
and thawing lakes.
        In the late fall, the lake loses heat to the atmosphere, and then on a 
day or night when the wind is not blowing, ice forms. The ice gets thicker 
as long as the lake can continue to lose heat.
        In most Januaries and Februaries, snow both reflects sunlight and 
insulates the lake. With a thick snow layer, the lake neither gains nor 
loses heat. The bottom sediment is actually heating the lake water slightly 
over the winter, from stored summer heat.
        Around March, as the air warms and the sun gets more intense, the 
snow melts, allowing light to penetrate the ice. Because the ice acts like 
the glass in a greenhouse, the water beneath it begins to warm, and the 
ice begins to melt FROM THE BOTTOM.
        When the ice thickness erodes to between 4 and 12 inches, it 
transforms into long vertical crystals called “candles.” These conduct light 
even better, so the ice starts to look black, because it is not reflecting 
much sunlight.
        Warming continues because the light energy is being transferred 
to the water below the ice. Meltwater fills in between the crystals, which 
begin breaking apart. The surface appears grayish as the ice reflects a 
bit more light than before.
        The wind comes up, and breaks the surface apart. The candles 
will often be blown to one side of the lake, making a tinkling sound as 
they knock against one another, and piling up on the shore. In hours, a 
sparkling blue lake, once again!

From the Left,  Noah 
Miller, the Fish 
and Game Club 
award winner and 
Pazia Peterson, the 
LaChance award 
winner.
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EMAIL LIST for FGC REMINDERS
fishandgameclub@gmail.com

We send out periodic e-mail reminders about meetings, 
activities and outings that are going on within the Club.  
If you would like to be added to the distribution list, send 
your request to Stefan Anderson at Stefan.Anderson@
ConserveSchool.org

CLUB FACEBOOK PAGE
www.facebook.com/LOLFGC

CLUB BOARD MEMBERS

Questions about Membership -Contact Stefan Anderson:
Stefan.Anderson@ConserveSchool.org

715-547-1308

Officers and Directors for the Fish and Game Club              
2018-19 year listed here. 
President Stefan Anderson 715-547-1308
Vice-President David Sherrill 906-358-0016
Secretary Steve Wilkinson 906-544-2183
Treasurer Dale Sharpee 906-544-2463
Directors Pat Bielke 262-424-4046
  Gary Ebert 906-358-4246
  Sudy Wattson 906-544-2461
  

mailto:fishandgameclub@frontier.com
www.facebook.com/LOLFGC
mailto:Stefan.Anderson@ConserveSchool.org

